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Still, botanists from as far away as Manaus have
found a great deal of overlap with this area and
their own local flora. One helpful addition would
be to include some information about each species’

overall distribution, for instance, if it is a narrow
endemic or a widespread American weed.

Altogether, this volume ranks right at the top of

its class. It follows the tradition of extremely infor-

mative local floras like Tom Croat’s Flora of Barro

Colorado Island and then provides the kind of vi-

sual aids that will entice even casual aficionados

to explore the flora of lowland South America, be
it vicariously, browsing through this book, or by
getting their feet dirty and visiting a now well-doc-

umented site such as the region surrounding the

French Guiana village of Saiil. —Paul E. Berry,

Missouri Botanical Garden, P.O. Box 299, St. Louis,

Missouri 63166, U.S.A.
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